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Past Simple v. Past Continuous 
 
Put the verbs in brackets into the Past Simple or the Past Continuous. 

Example: 

I was eating (eat) when the door bell rang (ring). 

1. When I ……………………… (leave), it ………………………… (snow) heavily. 

2. I ………………………… (have) a bath when the phone ………………………… 

(ring). 

3. She ………………………… (fall) as she ………………………… (climb) up the 

stairs. 

4. John ………………………… (cook) when Linda ………………………… (arrive). 

5. When she ………………………… (arrive), he ………………………… (give) her 

a kiss. 

6. While his mother ………………………… (cook) he ………………………… 

(play) video games. 

7. When I ………………………… (get) home, he ………………………… (be) 

already in bed. 

8. He ………………………… (live) in Spain when the war ………………………… 

(break) out. 

9. As I ………………………… (walk) home yesterday, a man ……………………… 

(come) up to me and ………………………… (ask) for a cigarette. 

10. I ………………………… (take) a lot of photographs when I ……………………… 

(be) in  Paris. 

11. When he ………………………… (see) the policeman, he ………………………… 

(run) as fast as he could. 

12. When I ………………………… (look) for the book, I ………………………… 

(find) this old pen. 
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Put the verbs in brackets into the Past Simple or the Past Continuous. 

Example: 

I was eating (eat) when the door bell rang (ring). 

1. When I left (leave), it was snowing (snow) heavily. 

2. I was having (have) a bath when the phone rang (ring). 

3. She fell (fall) as she was climbing (climb) up the stairs. 

4. John was cooking (cook) when Linda arrived (arrive). 

5. When she arrived (arrive), he gave (give) her a kiss. 

6. While his mother was cooking (cook) he was playing (play) video games. 

7. When I got (get) home, he was (be) already in bed. 

8. He was living (live) in Spain when the war broke (break) out. 

9. As I was walking (walk) home yesterday, a man came (come) up to me and asked 

(ask) for a cigarette. 

10. I took (take) a lot of photographs when I was (be) in  Paris. 

11. When he saw (see) the policeman, he ran (run) as fast as he could. 

12. When I was looking (look) for the book, I found (find) this old pen. 
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